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The Short>biIIed Night Heron.
Gorsachius melanolophus.—-blanford, Faun. Brit.
Ind. Birds, Vol. IV, p. 398.
This species is a smaller bird than the common Night
Heron, but has much longer legs ; its bill is quite short,
in shape and proportionate size much resembling a
crow's.
There is a thick crest of moderate length. Old birds
are chestnut with a white throat and belly and black crest
and quills, the last tipped first with chestnut and then
with white ; they generally show a good deal of black pen-
cilling—the remains of the young plumage.
The plumage of young birds is an intricate grizzle of
dark brown and buff—the sort of plumage one would
-expect in a game bird rather than in a Heron.
The bill is flesh-coloured, black along the ridge, the face
.greenish grey, and the legs brownish green.
This curious Night Heron, or Bittern, as it is sometimes
called, has a wide range from the hill forests of our Mala-
bar coast (though not elsewhere in the Indian peninsula)
east through Assam to Formosa and Hainan in one direc-
tion, and the Philippines and Borneo in another. It is said to
be a seasonal migrant to Ceylon, arriving about Novem-
ber, and it is found in the Nicobars ; also in the Andamans,
a skin having been sent thence to the Indian Museum by
Colonel Temple. The same collection has a skin of a nest-
ling obtained by Mr. E. C. S. Baker in N. Cachar, out of a
nest containing a brood of three; nestlings have also been
obtained in Kanara on the Malabar coast. The eggs are
"bluish-white and nearly two inches long. The general habits
of the bird are nocturnal, and its nightly practices apparent,
ly the reverse of respectable at times, since a specimen Cap.
tain V. Legge kept in confinement in Ceylon was obtain-
ed in a state of what was stated to be, and looked like,
-excessive intoxication, owing to the bird having indulged
in toddy!

